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or is not India going to get full control over her defence, finance and external affairs?3 We have not even discussed these things. We have been spending all our time in discussing things of a second-rate or even third-rate importance. The communal question, which is said to bar the progress, should not have been used for that purpose.
Young India, 5-11-1931
140.    ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS1
LONDON, [About October 21, 1931}
Q. Is it not unfortunate that though you represent a strong body of opinion you are not today the leader of a united India?
A. I am not. But that is because unity is impossible here. Don't you see it is a packed Conference? If we had been asked to elect our own representatives, I should have represented and spoken for them all, excepting, of course, the princes who cannot speak except as vassals of the Government on whose sufferance they live. Whereas, we have here today Mussalmans talking as ultra-loyalists who only a little while ago were intolerant even of British connection under any terms.
&.    Then what The Daily Herald said is true ?
A. No, I think the Prime Minister is right in saying that the Government are not trying deliberately to break up the Conference. But they might have to wind it up for the simple reason that they cannot, in all decency, prolong the agony. For it is nothing less. We have been talking and talking about points which do not touch the fundamentals. What is the use of discussing allocation of finance between the Federation and the Provincial Government, when we do not know what finance we will have, what authority we are going to exercise and what army we shall have to pay for.
Young India, 5-11-1931
1 Mahadev Desai, from whose "London Letter" the report is extracted^ does not mention when or by whom the questions were asked. But he reports it along with the "Speech at Church House'*, the preceding item.